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1 Overview of NetLogger

1.1 What is NetLogger?

NetLogger is ...

1.2 NetLogger features and benefits

1.3 Getting more Information

• User manual

An extensive user manual is provided detailing the use of NetLogger
• FAQ

Several Frequently Asked Questions are outlined in the NetLogger FAQ.
• Tutorial

Over a hundred tutorial viewgraphs covering every aspect of NetLogger set
up and use.

• E-mail list

Send questions on any NetLogger subject to netLogger@portnoy.lbl.gov
You can subscribe by going to the website:
http://dsd.lbl.gov/mailman/listinfo/NetLogger/,
or by placing the following command in either the subject or the body of
a message addressed to NetLogger-request@portnoy.lbl.gov.

subscribe [password] [digest-option] [address=<address>]

A password must be given to unsubscribe or change your options. Once
subscribed to the list, you’ll be reminded of your password periodically.
The ’digest-option’ may be either: ’nodigest’ or ’digest’ (no quotes!) If you
wish to subscribe an address other than the address you use to send this
request from, you may specify "address=<email address>" (no brackets
around the email address, no quotes!)

• Website

The official NetLogger website is located at: http://dsd.lbl.gov/NetLogger/.
It contains all of the above documentation and more.

http://dsd.lbl.gov/NetLogger/manuals.html
http://dsd.lbl.gov/NetLogger/FAQ.html
http://dsd.lbl.gov/NetLogger/tutorials.html
http://dsd.lbl.gov/mailman/listinfo/NetLogger/
http://dsd.lbl.gov/NetLogger/
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2 Requirements

NetLogger tools should run on any Unix platform. They have been tested on Linux, Solaris,
FreeBSD, and Mac OSX.
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3 Installation

3.1 Download

Download NetLogger from: http://dsd.lbl.gov/

3.2 Install

http://dsd.lbl.gov/
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4 Using NetLogger

4.1 Instrumenting Applications with NetLogger

Naming Conventions:
Use descriptive, hierarchical event names. For example, see the Global Grid Forum Dis-

covery and Monitoring Event Description working group’s http://www-didc.lbl.gov/damed/
names. Dots or underscores can separate parts of event names.

4.2 Monitoring System Information with NetLogger

nlcpuload.py: Linux CPU sensor nlgangliasensor.py: Ganglia wrapper nlmeminfo.py: Linux
memory usage sensor

4.3 Activating NetLogger

4.4 Collecting Results

Use nlforward.py to copy all files in a directory to a NetLogger output URL (file or network).
Example: Copy file to a remote netlogger server (netlogd)
nlforward.py /tmp/input.log x-netlog://remote.host

4.5 Data Analysis

4.6 Archiving Results

The archiving component of NetLogger is composed of two different programs. The first
program, filler.py, recieves NetLogger formatted messages from the network and writes the
messages to disk. The second program, loader.py, then takes these messages and formats
and loads them into the database.
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